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The 195^ Geneva Accords relating to Viet -Nam consist of 
an agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Viet-Nam and of 
portions of the Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference. Certain 
unilateral declarations concerning Viet-Nam were made at the 
Conference which are not of relevance for present purposes. 

Certain of the technical cease-fire aspects of the Accords 
relat ing to the regroupment and movements of troops and to 


prisoners of war have been fulfilled and are no longer in force* 
Other provisions in the Accords relating to Viet-Nam remain in 


effect . 

Demarcation Line and Demilitarized Zone 

Chapter I of the agreement on the cessation of hostilities 
establishes a provisional military demarcation line roughly 
along the 17th parallel and a demilitarized zone on either side 
of that line (Article 1). It regulates entry into the demilitarized 
zone and prohibits any person from crossing the demarcation line 
unless specifically authorized to do so by the Joint Commission 
(ArtictleGs 6 and 7)* 

Article 2k calls for each party to respect the demilitarized 
zone an d the territory under the control of the other party and to 
undertake no operation of any kind against the other party. 

Comment : Each side has charged the other with violations 

of the demilitarized zone. 

The 
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The South Vietnamese have generally respected the demarcation 
line; hut the Viet Minh have continuously infiltrated men and 
equipment across that line. 

Cessation of Hostile Actions 

Chapter II of the agreement on the cessation of hostilities 
calls for a complete cessation of hostilities in Viet -Nam 
(Article 10). Together with Chapter I, it provides for the withdrawal 
by each party of military forces and equipment from the zones of the 
other party and stipulates that the parties shall take no steps to 
ham per such withdrawals and shall permit no hostile act 4 (Article 15(c) 
and (d ) ) . 

There is also a provision protecting individuals from 
reprisals or discrimination because of their activities during 
the pre-1954 hostilities and guaranteeing democratic liberties 
(Article 14(c)). 

Comment : The North Vietnamese by participating in the 

hostilities in South Viet-Nam have not, of course, maintained 
the cease-fire in Viet-Nam as required by Articles 10 and 24. 

There is evidence that contrary to Article 15 of the Agreement, 
large numbers of personnel and large amounts of war material 
were left behidd in South Viet-Nam by the Viet -Minh in 1954 for 
the purpose of engaging in hostile activities. 

There have been many conphints before the ICC of violations 
by the South Vietnamese of Article 14(c) relating to reprisals 
and democratic liberties. 


declassify 


i 


1 

1 


Introduction 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 




3 ~ 


Introduction of Foreign Military Personnel and Munitions 

Chapter III of the Agreement prohibits the introduction 
into Viet -Nam of troop reinforcements and additional military 
personnel and of reinforcements of all types of war material. It 
establishes points of entry for arrivals or departures of men 
or equipment and requires that the ICC be notified (Articles l6 } 

17 and 20). It also prohibits the establishment of new military 
bases in Viet-Nam and the adherence of either zone to any military 
alliance; and provides that neither zone should be used for the 
resumption of hostilities or to further an aggressive policy 
(Article 19). 

Comment ; These provisions have not been honored by either I 

side. 

The United States has introduced additional MAAG personnel beyond 
the number of foreign training personnel in Viet-Nam in 195^ without 

notifying the ICC. The same is true of equipment. The North Vietnamese 

/ 

certainly could not support their large military forces without at 
least importing arms and equipment; yet notifications of such 
introduction to the ICC are rarely; if ever, made. 

The communists claim that extension of SEATO protection over 
South Viet-Nam amounts to a de facto military alliance prohibited by 
Article 19. We claim that the communists are using North Viet-Nam for 
the resumption of hositilities and to further an aggressive policy in i 
violation of the same article. 


Joint 
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Joint Commission and ICC 

In addition to establishing an ICC with terms of refernce 
similar to the ICC in Laos, the Agreement sets up a Joint C ommi ssion 
composed of an equal number of officers from both sides to ensure 
liaison between the parties, to solve disputes between them 
and to ensure the execution by the parties of the provisions 
of the Agreement relating to the cease-fire and to observance of 
the demarcation line and demilitarized zone (Articles 32 and 33). 

Comment : The South Vietnamese have refused to cooperate with 

the Joint Commission; and therefore that body has been completely 
inactive for several years, unable to perform its functions 
under the agreement. The deficiencies of the ICC are well known. 

Elections 

The Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference makes clear that 
the military demarcation line is provisional and should not in any way 
be axufcx interpreted as constituting a political or territorial boundary 
(para. 6 ). The goal is stated to be the settlement of political 
problems on the basis of respect for the independence, unity and 

territorial integrity of Viet -Nam (para. 7). The stress on unity 

current 

may make it difficult to base -a En m mrafe proposal on the 195I+ Accords. 

The Declaration calls for free general elections by secret ballot 
to be held in July 195 & under the supervision' of an international 
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commission composed of representatives of the member states of 
the ICC in order to ensure that the necessary conditions obtain 
for a free expression of the national will (para. 7 ). Pending 
these general elections to unify the country, the Agreement on 
the Cessation of Hostilities places responsibility for the 
administration of the two zones in the hands of the opposing 
parties (Article 14(a)). 

Comment : We and the South Vietnamese — not the 

opposed 

Viet Mink ~ have sppjKd elections in Viet-Nam. 
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